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TO  THE  MAYOR,  AID3RMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  Ok  THE  BOROUGH  0?  SALT  A-SI-I. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlor.cn, 

During  the  year  1261  there  was  some  fall  in  the  number  of  persons  resident 
in  No.  7.  Health  Area.  As  far  as  individual  County  Districts  in  the  Area  were 
concerned,  St.  Germans  R„D,,  Liskeard  R„D.,  Saltash  M  B. ,  and  Looe  U.D.,  showed 
reductions  in  population  and  Torpoint  U.D,  and  Liskeard  M.B.  an  increase  .Nevertheless 
the  overall  population  deficit  in  the  Health  Area  as  compared  with  1260  was  1,230 
persons.  There  he.ve  been  a  variety  of  speculations  and  predictions  as  to  the  effect 
on  East  Cornwall  which  the  opening  of  the  Tamar  Bridge  might  produce.  It  seems  to 
be  generally  agreed  that  some  increase  in  population  in  Saltash  M.B.  and  adjacent 
parts  of  St.  Germans  R.D.  may  take  place,  since  these  areas  are  now  relatively 
accessible  to  people  whose  employment  and  interests  lie  in  the  City  of  Plymouth. 

The  various  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  little  that  calls  for  particular 
comment.  The  excess  of  deaths  over  births  -  123  in  1261  -  show  a  considerable 
increase  over  that  recorded  in  the  previous  year.  The  correct  birth  rate  was 
noticeably  below  the  national  figure  and  the  corresponding  death  rate  was  higher 
than  for  England  and  Wales.  All  these  figures  are  I  am  sure  a  reflection  of 
the  lower  proportion  of  young  adults  and  the  higher  proportion  of  elderly  people 
in  the  population  of  south  east  Cornwall. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  remain  in  the  sane  general  order  as  in 
previous  years  with  heart  disease  heading  the  list,  followed  by  cancer,  and  strokes. 
It  is  also  interesting  to  note  once  again  that  of  23  deaths  arising  from 
accidental  causes  6  only  were  caused  by  the  much  maligned  motor  vehicle,  the 
remaining  17  having  occurred  mainly  in  the  home.  The  average  age  at  death 
remains  close  to  the  last  published  figures  for  expectation  of  life  in  England 
and  Wales  and  of  those  who  died  dinring  1261  the  proportion  who  had  reached  or 
passed  their  73th  birthday  at  the  time  of  death  was  no  less  than  42%« 

The  recent  report  by  The  Royal  College  ofPhysicians  entitled  "Smoking  and 
Health"  has  revived  interest  in  this  controversial  subject  and  comes  down 
heavily  against  the  cigarette  as  a  potent  cause  of  lung  cancer.  There  has  been 
much  emphasis  on  the  need  to  publicise  the  association  between  the  moderate  or 
heavy  consumption  of  cigarettes  and  the  occurrence  of  cancer  of  the  lung.  This 
subject  has  in  fact  been  receiving  considerable  publicity  on  radio,  television, 
in  newspapers  and  in  periodicals  and  magazines  for  several  years  and  I  cannot 
believe  that  very  much  effect  can  be  expected  from  further  efforts  in  this 
direction.  What  is  needed  is  example  rather  than  precept  and  since  most  adults 
in  all  walks  of  life  are  confirmed  addicts  to  nicotine  and  the  other  chemical 
substances  present  in  tobacco  smoke,  it  is  most  difficult  to  set  the  good 
example  which  elder  children  and  adolescents  need  if  they  are  to  resist  taking 
up  this  adult  and  superficially  sophisticated  habit.  It  is  only  by  discouraging 
young  people  from  acquiring  this  habit  that  any  hope  of  real  progress  in  this 
field  would  appear  to  lie.  There  is  very  little  hope  of  making  any  real 
impression  on  those  adults  in  whom  the  habit  is  strongly  entrenched,  I  think 
more  might  be  done  to  encourage  non-smokers  by  greater  restrictions  on  smoking 
in  public  transperb,  places  of  entertainment,  and  other  situations  in  which  the 
non-smoker  has  no  choice  but  to  inhale  smoke  polluted  atmosphere  which  is  normal 
in  the  majority  of  such  places.  I  should  also  like  to  see  more  use  made  of  the 
mass  media  of  communication,  particularly  television,  to  counter  the  subtle  and 
very  persuasive  publicity  being  put  across  by  the  tobacco  industry.  Is  it  too 
much  to  hope  that  some  of  the  huge  revenue  from  the  excise  duty  on  cigarettes 
night  be  diverted  to  such  a  purpose? 

There  was  some  improvement  in  the  prevalence  of  tuberculous 
infection  in  the  Health  Area  during  1261,  when  the  number  of  new  cases  notified 
fell  to  21  as  compared  with  33  new  cases  in  1260.  I  am  not  inclined  to  feel 
complacent  about  this  welcome  reduction  in  new  notifications  as  a  similar  fall  in 
1237  to  exactly  the  sane  figure  of  21  cases  was  followed  by  sharp  rises'  in  the 
two  succeeding  years.  I  have  drawn  attention  previously  to  the  suspicion  we 
have  that  a  good  deal  of  unrecognised  tuberculous  infection  -  a  reservoir  of  this 
infection  -  is  present  in  people  past  middle  age.  People  in  this  age  group 
unfortunately  are  most  resistant  to  suggestion  and  advice  that  they  should  have 
chest  X-ray  examination.  I  think  this  attitude  is  founded  on  the  erroneous  belief 
that  if  one  survives  to  middle  age  or  old  age  then  one  cannot  have  tuberculosis. 

This  is  not  at  all  the  case,  and  if  we  accept  the  age  of  43  years  as  the 
beginning  of  middle  age  then  in  1261  no  less  than  10  of  the  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  in  this  Health  Area  were  aged  45  years  cm1  more  at  the  time 
of  notification.  In  face  of  this  I  must  reiterate  that  the  risk  of  contracting 
and  suffering  from  tuberculosis  does  not  disappear  or  even  lessen  with 
advancing  years,  and  that  in  their  own  interest  as  well  as  in  the-  inter e'st  of 
relations  and  friends  with  whom  they  live  and  associate  those  over  45  years  of  ago 
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take  every  advantage  of  any  available  opportunity  to  have  the  condition 
of  their  cheats  checked  by  X-ray  examination. 

The  increased  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  community  continues  to 
pose  problems.  At  the  present  time  the  deficiency  in  the  social  service 
directed  towards  the  elderly  which  is  causing  most  concern  is  the  shortage 
of  hospital  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  and  the  aged.  When  old  people  living 
alone  fall  ill  there  is  generally  no  alternative  to  removal  to  hospital.  Unless 
however,  their  disease  or  disability  is  of  an  acute  nature  and  dangerous  to  life, 
it  is  usually  necessary  for  some  weeks  to  elapse  between  the  time  the  bed  is 
applied  f or  aid  the  vacant  bed  becomes  available.  Whilst  some  assistance  can  be 
given  by  the  district  nursing  services,  and  the  home  help  service,  this  is 
necessarily  limited  in  extent  and  if,  as  often  happens,  no  close  relatives  live 
in  the  vicinity,  the  old  person  has  to  be  left  alone  for  much  of  the  time.  It 
is  inevitable  that  from  time  to  time  such  old,  ill  people  when  left  alone  will 
suffer  a  sudden,  and  perhaps  fatal  deterioration  in  their  condition,  or  may 
become  involved  in  an  accidental  fall  or  in  a  fire.  Until  such  time  as  more 
adequate  provision  of  hospital  beds  for  the  elderly  can  be  achieved,  then  we 
must  accept  the  fact  that  tragedies  will  happen.  Some  years  ago  when  the 
workhouse  of  the  old  Poor  Law  days  was  still  a  reality  in  the  minds  of  the 
elderly  most  of  them  were  suspicious  of  and  resistant  to  the  efforts  of 
Welfare  Officers  to  help  them.  However  the  greatly  improved  standards  of 
welfare  accommodation  in  old  folks  homes,  and  even  in  institutions  housed  in 
old  workhouse  buildings  has  become  generally  known  and  many  old  people  who 
find  that  age  and  infirmity  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to  look  after  themselves 
are  willing  to  enter  such  welfare  accommodation  as  can  be  offered  to  them. 

Indeed,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  opening  of  new  welfare  homes  has  in  recent 
years  provided  many  additional  places  there  is  almost  always  a  waiting  list  for 
welfare  accommodation.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  caring  for  elderly  people  I  cannot 
close  without  referring  to  the  good  work  which  has  been  done  by  District 
Councils  in  this  Health  Area  in  the  provision  of  flats  and  small  bungalow  type 
dwellings  for  oldpeople.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  transfer  of  old  people 
from  old,  dilapidated  cottages,  and  larger  dwellings,  most  of  them  lacking 
amenities,  to  these  compact,  and  easily  run  small  houses  not  only  makes  the  old 
folks  happier  but  enables  them  to  keep  their  own  home  together  rather  than 
having  to  seek  admission  to  welfare  accommodation. 

Although  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  showed  an  increase  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  i960  the 
increase  was  very  largely  due  to  measles,  which  in  these  days  of  higher  living 
standards,  and  more  readily  available  medical  advice  and  treatment  is  no  longer 
a  serious  menace  to  childrens  health.  Of  the  more  serious  notifiable  disease 
there  was  one  case  only  of  poliomyelitis.  This  case,  paralytic  in  type, 
affected  an  adult  farm  worker,  and  the  source  of  infection  in  this  sporadic 
case  could  not  even  be  guessed  at  let  alone  discovered.  The  man  concerned  had 
not  been  immunised  against  poliomyelitis. 

Supplies  of  water  were  generally  adequate  although  any  dry  spell  cou  led 
with  increased  consumption  resulting  from  an  influx  of  holiday  makers  can 

result  in  shortages  on.  that  part  of  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Boards  system 
which  is  supplied  by  the  treatment  works  at  Bastreet.  It  is  surprising  that 
in  an  area  of  moderate  rainfall  one  should  have  to  make  any  reference  to  water 
shortage.  The  difficulty  arises  because  the  capacity  to  store  water  is 
relatively  small  when  measured  against  the  heavy  demand  from  modem  domestic 
arrangements  and  from  the  farming  community.  I  think  it  is  now  generally 
agreed  that  greatly  increased  capacity  to  store  water  will  have  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  construction  of  at  least  one  large  impounding  reservoir.  Such  an 
arrangement,  coupled  withlarger  and  better  links  between  the  distribution 
systems  based  on  St,  Cleer  and  Bastreet  treatment  works  would  do  much  to  avoid 
or  mitigate  the  effect  of  shortages  which  do  occasionally  affect  parts  of  the 
St.  Germans  Rural  District  and  the  Urban  District  of  Looe  at  the  present  time. 

The  provision  of  more  adequate  supplies  of  piped  water  has  encouraged 
people  to  improve  their  living  conditions  by  the  installation  of  baths,  wash 
basin,  sinks,  and  water  closets  all  of  which  produce  waste  which  has  to  be 
disposed  of.  This  additional  volume  of  waste  water  and  sewage  is  proving 
quite  a  problem  particularly  in  inland  villages  and  hamlets  where  its  discharge 
into  old  inadequate  public  sewers,  and  thence  to  catch  pits,  ditches,  and  small 
watercourses  soon  gives  rise  to  a  serious  nuisance.  Much  has  already  been  done 
in  St.  Germans  and  Liskeard  Rural  Districts  to  provide  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  arrangements  in  the  larger  villages,  and  both  Authorities  are  actively 
engaged  in  considering  proposals  for  further  sewage  disposal  plants  in  their 
districts.  I  am  especially  glad  to  see  that  the  large  villages  of  Pensilva  and 
Landrake  are  either  being  provided  with  sev/age  disposal  arrangements  or  will 
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be  in  the  very  near  future,  A  comprehensive.  scheme  for  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  serving  several  villages  in  the  Cals took  Parish  is  being  prepared 
for  the  St,  Germans  Rural  District  Council,  In  the  urban  areas  things  are 
not  quite  so  happy.  The  scheme  for  Liskeard  Borough  which  has  been  in 
preparation  for  many  years  and  which  has  how  reached  finality  has  not  yet  been 
put  in  hand  and  it  is  not  possible  to  see  when  a  start  is  likely  to  be  made,  but 
one  can  only  hope  that  it  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  At  Looe  where  some 
12  -  18  months  ago  meetings  and  discussions  on  possible  ways  to  provide  an 
acceptable  system  fcr  sewage  disposal  were  held,  interest  in  this  subject  seems 
to  have  evaporated  at  least  for  the  time  being,  I  an  aware  that  the  very  high 
cost  of  providing  effective  sewage  disposal  at  Looe  is  a  powerful  deterrent  to 
those  who  might  wish  to  see  the  present  deplorable  state  of  affairs  put  to  rights  . 
Nevertheless  the  presence  of  sewage,  crude  and  untreated  in  the  river  and  on  the 
adjacent  beaches  is  something  impossible  to  cGndone  or  excuse  in  a  holiday  resort 
which  is  setting  itself  up  to  attract  larger  and  larger  numbers  of  holidaymakers 
each  year. 

In  concluding  this  general  preface  I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
to  express  to  Members  and  Officers  of  the  six  District  Councils  I  serve  my 
gratitude  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  they  have  given  me  in  the  year  19&L 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


P.J.  POX 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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P.  J.  PCX, 
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PUBLIC  I  EXALT  H  INSPECTOR: 

J.  MARTIN, 
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OPERATIVE: 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  MID.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  the  Borough 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Valuo 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  F«ate 


6,257  acres. 
7,360 
2, 628 
£86,990 


VITAL  STATISTICS  PGR  1961 


Live  Births 


Birth  rate  per 
1,CC0  of  population 


Still  births 


Still  birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  births 


Deaths 


Death  rate  per 

im 

1,000  of  population 


Kale 

60 

Salt  ash  M.B . 

13  cl 
Kale 


Salt ash  M.B . 

21.1 

Male 

43 

Salt  ash  M.B, 

10.9 

Male 


Deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  1 


Female 


33 


Total 


93 


Health  Area  No.  7.  England  &  Wales 


14*3 


17.4 


’omale 


Total 


Health  Area  Ho.  7.  England  &  Wales 


25.3  18.7 

Female  Total 


51 


94 


Health  Area  No,  7.  England  a  Wales 


13.6 


12.0 


Female 


Total 


Spit  ash  M.B  t  Health  Area  No.  7  •  England  &  Hales 

Infant  mortality  rate 

per  1, 000  live  births  32,3  14.6  21.4 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages 


Heart  disease  39 
Cancer  (all  sites)  13 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nerveus  system  12 
Respiratory  disoase  11 
Circulatory  diseaso  4 


Average  Age  at  Death 
Kales  Females, 

68  70  ^ 


Although  the  live  birth  rate  was  higher  than  in  I960  it  was  again  below  the 
ratos  for  the  Health  Area  and  for  tho  country  as  a  whole,  and  thoro  was  a  small 
excess  of  deaths  over  live  births.  As  a  cause  of  d eat h,  cancer  was  loss  prevalent 
and  there  was  one  death  only  from  lung  cancer.  Of  those  who  died  during  tho  year 
U5p  had  reached  or  exceeded  tho  ago  of  75  yours  at  the  time  of  doath. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

1 •  Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  of  tho  Authority: 

Theso  particulars  arc  incorporated  at  tho  beginning  of  tho  Report, 

Thcro  were  no  changes  in  tho  Departments  staff  during  tho  year  under 
review, 

2.  Committees: 

All  Public  Health  matters  wore  dealt  with  by  tho  Public  HedLth  Committee 
of  tho  Borough  Council, 

3 ,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  _S action  47 : 

No  action  undor  this  Section  was  called  for  during  tho  year, 

4 •  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50 : 

No  burials  woro  arranged  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  CIRCUMSTANCES  07  THE  AREA. 


1*  Water  Supply: 


(a)  Quality: 

TIig  quality  of  mains’  water  supplied  to  tho  Borough  continuod  to  bo 
highly  satisfactory.  Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  takon 
regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  results  boing  as  follows: 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

27  1 

A  small  number  of  dwellings  in  remote  parts  of  tho  Borough  still  obtain 
their  supplies  from  shallow  wells .  A  total  of  4  samples  was  takon  from  thoso 
supplies  and  in  every  case  a  high  degree  of  contamination  was  demonstrated. 

(b)  Quantity: 

An  amplo  quantity  'of  water  continuod  to  bo  available  and  no  restrictions 
on  its  use  were  nocossary. 

( c )  Plumbo-Solvcncy : 

The  total  hardness  of  mains  water  varies  from  1-  3  p.p.h.t,  The  water 
has  littlo  action  on  load  and  no  cases  of  load  poisoning  wuro  reported, 

( d )  Proportion  of  Population  Supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains : 


Except  for  ono  or  two  isolated  dwellings  tho  wholo  of  tho  Borough  is 
provided  with  a  mains  water  supply.  Tho  proportion  of  tho  population  supplied 
by  moans  of  stand-pipes  is  negligible* 

2.  Drainage: 

The  Department  continued  to  exercise  careful  control  ovor  tho  construction 
of  now  drainage  systems  within  the-  Borough.  Thrco  hundred  and  thirty  throo 
visits  wore  made  by  tho  Public  Health  Inspector  in  connection  with  drainago 
and  four  hundred  and  ninety  three  tests  w~ro  applied. 


3  *  B owe rag a: 

No  major  alterations  or  improvements  wore  made  to  tho  sewerage  systom 
during  tho  year.  A  schema  was  prepared,  however,  for  tho  construction  of  a 
now  systom  to  servo  tho  Weardo  area  of  tho  Borough,  thus  opening  up  a 
valuable  area  of  land  for  building  development. 


4 •  Sowago  Disposal : 

Tho  disposal  of  sowago  continuod  to  bo  effected  by  moans  of  fivo  outfalls 
into  tho  Rivor  Tamar  and  ono  outfall  into  tho  River  Lynhor.  With  tho 
exception  of  tho  Salt  Mill  outfall,  crude  untreated  sowago  is  discharged. 
Samples  of  of  fluent  taken  during  tho  year  from  tho  Salt  Hill  disposal  works 
indicated  that  there  is  30%  reduction  in  putrosciblo  matter  prosont  in  tho 
sowago,  but  that  tho  final  effluent  is  still  voiy  pollutivo. 

Tho  implmontation  of  tho  schomo  referred  to  in  last  yearns  report  for 
tho  construction  of  a  now  sowago  disposal  works  at  Coombo  has  unfortunately 
boon  deleted.  It  is  hoped,  howovor,  that  tho  work  will  bo  nut  in  hand  during 
1963. 


5*  Closet  Accommodation: 

No  conversions  of  earth  closets  to  wator  closets  were  carried  out  during 
tho  year. 
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6.  Public  Cleansing: 


(a)  Rofuso  colloction: 

Refuse  collection  in  tho  Borough  continued  to  be  corriod  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  ThG  collection  is  made  by  means  of  one  roar  loading 
,Jfore  and  aft”  tipper  and  collection  varios  from  once  fortnightly  in  outlying 
aroa^  once  weekly  in  the  central  area  and  twico  weekly  in  the  case  of  food 
shops. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal : 

Refuse  continued  to  be  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Salt 
Mill  Tip.  Every  effort  wqs  made  to  comply  with  Government  recommendations 
in  respect  of  controlled  tipping  and  regular  measures  wore  taken  to 
eradicate  insect  pests  and  rodents. 

The  existing  tip  has  almost  como  to  the  end  of  its  useful  life  and  a 
scheme  has  been  jDropared  for  the  provision  of  a  new  one  on  the  tidal  portion 
of  Salt  Mill  creek.  Tho  proposals  involve  the  construction  of  a  bund  to  moot 
tho  requirements  of  tho  Rivers  Board  and  tho  Admiralty,  the  diversion  of  a 
drain  and  the  preservation  of  the  natural  beach  along  tho  north  flank  of  tho 
crook  for  boats.  An  area  of  about  twelve  acres  will  thus  bo  made  available 
for  tipping  and  it  is  estimated  that  this  will  meet  the  Boroughs  requirements 
for  the  next  twenty  years. 

(c)  Salvage: 

The  recovery  and  colloction  of  textiles  and  metals  continuod  during  tho 
year,  tho  total  receipts  for  tho  period  1st  April,  1961  to  31st  March,  1962 
being  £202  Os.  od. 

(d)  Street  Cleansing: 

Strait  cleansing  continuod  to  bo  carriod  out  in  a  regular  and  efficient 
manor.  Tho  frequency  varies  from  twice  daily  to  once  weekly  according  to 
tho  typo  of  street, 

(cd  Goss pool  Emptying: 

Tho  emptying  of  cesspools  is  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  a 
neighbouring  authority . 

7 «  Public  Conveniences : 

Mala  and  femalo  public  conveniences  are  provided  at: 

Alexandra  Square. 

Burr ate n  Sports  Field. 

Ferry  Beach* 

Longstono  Park. 

St.  Stephens;  and 
Wnrfelton  Sports  Field. 

6 •  Public  Iioalth  Inspection  of  the  Area : 

The  inspection  of  all  districts  continuod  to  bo  carric-d  out  regularly 
by  tho  Public  Health  Inspector,  tho  folloi/ing  visits  and  inspections  boing 
3ado: 


•  «« 


Individual  unfit  houses  ... 

Houses  in  proposed  clearance  areas 
Houses  lot  in  lodgings  ...  ... 

Movoablo  dwellings  ...  ... 

Council  houses  ...  .... 

Aged  persons  . . . 

Applicants  for  Council  houses 
Council  house  exchanges  ... 

~  8  - 


•  #  t 
It# 

♦  •  • 


•  «  i 
l  •  i 

•  «  • 
M  • 
lit 

•  If 
iff 

#  •  • 


No 

f  If 

39 

•  «  f 

U 

•  •  « 

1 

f  •  •  • 

3 

•  •  * 

65 

•  f  1 

1 

•  ♦  • 

69 

Iff 

5 

197 
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Brought  Forward  . 

Lodger  applications  • • . 

Shed  control  ... 

Improvement  grants  . . . 

Grocers’  shops  . .. 

Fish-fryers’  premises  ... 
Ice-cream  premises  ... 

Meat  inspection  ... 

Slaughterhouses 
Food  complaints  . . . 

Food  poisoning  ... 

Water  supply 

Shops  ... 

Factories  . . . 

Outvrorkers  ... 

Drainage  • .  • 

Sewerage 

Sewage  disposal  ... 

Offensive  trades  . . . 

Keeping  of  animals  • . . 

Refuse  disposal  ... 

Insect  control  ... 

Insect  infestations  ... 

Offensive  accumulations  . . . 
Noise  nuisances  ... 

Storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
Diseases  of  animals  ... 

Other  visits  (unclassified) 


No. 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

197 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

#  •  « 

•  •  • 

15 

•  •  • 

•  If 

62 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

13 

•  ♦  • 

*  •  • 

2 

1  •  • 

•  1  • 

2 

•  ft 

•  •  1 

109 

•  •  I 

•  IV 

8 

♦  •  • 

•  •  t 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31 

•  %  • 

•  •  I 

16 

•  t  • 

•  II 

14 

*  •  • 

1  •  1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

333 

•  •  t 

•  II 

67 

•  •  ♦ 

•  ♦  1 

1 

•  •  I 

1 

1  t  « 

III 

4 

*  .  • 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  t 

♦  t  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  I  I 

3 

»  t  • 

•  I  • 

1 

•  f  • 

•  «  • 

28 

♦  •  * 

•  f  1 

2 

930 

65 

995 


9 c  Factories  Act.  1961: 

Go-operation  continued  to  be  maintained  with  H.M,  Inspector  of 
rectories  in  the  exercise  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

The  following  table  givos  tho  number  of  factories  in  the  Borough,  and 
tho  details  of  inspections  made  by  the  Public  H-  alth  Inspector.  No  defocts 
woro  discovered. 


INSPECTIONS 


Promisos 

(1) 

Number  on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Writ ton 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosocutod 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3>4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforcod  by 
tho  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Othor  promises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  promises) 

3 

3 

- 

- 

12 

11 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Total? 

19 

- . „j 
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Outworkers: 


Two  outworkers  woro  employed  in  tho  Borough  during  tho  year.  Visits 
revealed  that  tho  working  conditions  in  oach  caso  aro  satisfactory. 

11*  Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950): 

Sixteen  routino  inspections  of  shops  x/cro  made  under  this  Act  during 
the  year.  No  contraventions  were  discovered. 

12,  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951: 

No  promises  wero  licensed  under  this  Act  during  tho  year, 

13*  Insect  Control: 

Tho  Department  continued  to  provide  a  service  for  tho  destruction 
of  insect  pests,  Tho  following  table  gives  details  of  treatments  carried 
out  during  tho  period  1st  April,  1961  to  31st  March,  1962. 

Type  of  Infestation  No,  of  Treatments 

Beetles  6 

Wasps  59 

Hornets  2 

Ants  3 

Woodworm  o 

Plies  92 

Other  insocts  4 

Total:  174 


14c  Rodent  Control: 

The  control  of  rodents  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  tho  lines 
laid  down  by  tho  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  under  tho 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

During  the  period  1st  April,  1961  to  31st  March,  1962  five  hundrod 
and  thirty  four  inspections  wore  made  by  tho  Operative,  two  hundrod  and 
sixty  infestations  being  discovered,  A  successful  treatment  was  carried 
rut  in  tho  case  of  each  infestation. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


1  *  Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses : 
( a)  Clearance  Areas : 


During  the  year  under  review  a  total  of  nineteen  housos  i;ao 
demolished.  Seventeen  of  these  housos  wero  situated  in  the  Waterside 
Clearance  Areas  Nos.  3  and  4  and  two  in  the  Fore  Street  Clcoranco  Area  No.  1. 

In  addition,  four  "grey"  properties  were  donelishcd  in  the  Watcrsido  Area, 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses: 

Five  individual  unfit  housos  were  demolished  during  tho  year. 

2.  Closure  of  Unfit  Housos: 

Two  houses  wero  closed  for  the  purpose  of  hurnn  habitation. 

3 n  Repair  of  Unfit  Houses; 

No  houses  wero  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  or  formal 
o.ction  by  the  Council. 

4 o  Certificates  of  Disrepair : 

No  applications  for  tho  issue  or  revocation  of  certificates  of 
disrepair  wero  received  by  tho  Council  during  tho  year. 

5  o  I rvor o venont  Grant s : 

( a)  Discretionary  Grants : 

In  the  period  1st  April,  1963  to  31st  March,  19o2  tlireo  discretionary 
grants  woro  made  by  tho  Council,  tho  grants  totalling  £820  19s.  6d. 

v"-)  Standard.  Grants: 

In  the  period  1st  April,  1961  to  31st  March,  1962  throo  standard 
grants  were  made  by  the  Council,  the  grants  totalling  £217  6s.  3d. 

6 Ney_  Houso  Construction : 

( a)  Local  Authority: 

Twelve  two  bodroon  housos  wore  constructed  by  tho  Council  at 
Grenfell  Avenue,  Tho  Council  now  possesses  569  houses  made  up  as  follows: 


No. 


Ono  bedroom  flats  4 0 
Two  bodroon  flats  113 
Three  bedroom  flats  7 
Prefabricated  houses  39 
Two  bodroon  housos  80 
Throe  bodroon  houses  284 
Four  bedroom  housos  6 


569 


(a)  Private: 

Forty-six  private  dwellings  were  erected  in  tho  Borough  during 

the  year. 
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Milk: 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  supplied  to  the  tom  continued  to  bo  obtainod  iron  several  privato 
producers  and  iron  a  large  pasteurising  establishment .  The  supervision  and 
the  production  of  Bilk  on  farms  continued  to  bo  in  the  hands  of  tho  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  The  pasteurising  establishment  was 
inspected  and  controlled  by  officers  of  the  County  Council, 


2,  Meat : 


(a) 


Slaughter  ho~  nos : 


4-  he  as  u 


July,  i*?6i  was  appointed  by  the  Minis’; or  of  Agriculture* 


Fisheries  and  Food  as  tho  day  by  which  slaughterhouses  in  the  Council1# 
hud  to  comply  with  tho  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1953  and  tho 
S 3 . au.g lit e r ho U3 o s  (Prevention  of  Cruolty)  Regulations,  1953,  Tho  only 
,e  lau  g  ht  er  ho  us  o  in  Saltash  was  quite  incapable  of  being  brought  up  to  tho 
standard  required  by  tho  Regulations  and  tho  owner  therefore  docidod  completely 
to  ro-dosign  and  re-build  it.  The  noccssary  works  have  boon  carried  out  and 
slaughtering  is  now  able  to  bo  carried  out  in  a  hygienic  and  humane  manner. 


(b)  Slaughtermen: 


Four  non  wore  licensed  to  slaughter  animals, 

(c)  Moat  Inspection: 

All  animals  slaughtered  woro  inspected  according  to  the  method  and 
criteria  of  meat  inspection  rocomncnd  by  the  Ministry  of  F  >od  in  Memorandum 
5/ Meat »  The  following  table  gives  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspections  made  during  tho  year. 


--n -  -  -  -  -  —  - 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

j  N inner  ; .. led 

110 

1 

_ 

187 

- 

- 

N -i  :1k  v  .•  ••  v-  pectcd 

. . .  _  _  . 

110 

1 

— 

187 

— 

all  d::-m.,ses  except 

T-'EhlnYHIS  AND 

Cl;  :  i  -IS: 

••''nolo  e.j"casos 

j  c  neb.  mod 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

|  Carcases  of  which 
some  par4'  or  organ 
he.s  been  condemned 

3 

. 

2 

mm 

Percentage  of  tho 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disoas 
ot-hox  t  van  tub  ere  al¬ 
and  cysdioer..osic  . 

30 

;sis 

|  2 1,73 

1  h 

TIEERCUIL’OjIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

*  • 

— 

— 

*• 

trnm 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

. 

Mi 

-  12  - 

1 

l 

t 

# 


Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ 

— 

— 

CYSTICERCQSIS  PALY:..,  • 

Carcases  of  which  son 

0 

part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

3 

*• 

Carcases  submitted 

to  treatment  by 

refrigeration 

o 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

1 

•4m 

mm 

3  *  Ico-croan: 

Twenty  promises  uero  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955?  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and  one  for  the  manufacture, 
s mirage  and  sale  of  ice-crean. 

A c  C fher  Foods : 


The  following  lood-stuffs  were  inspected,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  wore  surrendered  voluntarily: 

lbs.  ozs. 


C  amed  meat 

88 

7 

Canned  fruit 

53 

2 

Canned  fish 

2 

o 

Canned  vegetables 

13 

0 

Canned  pudding 

2 

15 

Canned  soup 

2 

14 

C  armed  pro s  o rves 

4 

6 

Canned  milk 

8 

6 

Cream 

6 

Peanut  butter 

4 

Total: 

175 

15 

vauuvKt  a  ju 

During  the  previous  year  (i960)  the  amount  of  food  found  to  bo  unfit 
(othc-r  than  neat  at  the  Slaughterhouse)  was  224  lbs.  3  ozs.  Thoro  was  thus 
a  6  -.crease  during  the  year  under  review  of  46  lbs  4  ozs. 

-  A: t  Promises : 

(a)  The  number  of  Food  Premises  in  tho  Area,  by  typo  of  business: 

Grocers  22 

Bakers  and  confectioners  5 
Butchers  7 

Cafes  and  restaurants  4 

Fish  fryers  3 

Fish-mongers  3 

Greengrocers  4 

Dairies  1 

Distributors  of  mill:  16 

'  .  Licensed  premises  10 

(b)  Tho  number  of  Food  Premises  by  type,  registered  under  tho  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  Section  16: 


13  - 


' 


( i )  I co-cream: 


Grocers  12 

Bakers  3 

Cafes  3 

Mixed,  proms  os  2 


20 

(ii)  Other: 

Butchers  (sausage  raiding)  7 

Fish-fryers  J3 

10 


6 •  Educational  .Activities : 

No  new  educational  activities  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

7 •  Method  and. Disposal  of  Unfit  Food : 

All  unfit  food  continued  to  bo  disposed  of  by  burial  at  tho  Salt  Mill 
tip.  Meat  found  to  bo  unfit  at  the  slaughterhouse  was  stained  with  liquid 
acid  green  before  rereoval. 

0  *  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks? 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  confirned  during  the  year. 
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SECTION_F. 

PREVALENCE  OR  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  iiND*  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1,  Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  tuberculosis) :  Tho  incidence  of  those 
diseases  was  noticeably  heavier  than  in  tho  previous  year,  duo  almost  entirely 
to  a  snail  outbreak  of  measles  during  June  and  July.  None  of  the  more  serious 
forms  of  notifiable  disease  occurred. 


Tho  following  are  details 

of  cases, 

and  caso  rates  of 

notifiable  disease 

during  1961:- 

Rato 

per  1,000  of  population 

Disease 

ITunbors 

Saltash  M.B 

•  Health  Area  No.  7 

Measles 

183 

24.86 

17.29 

Whooping  cough 

18 

2.45 

1.64 

Pneumonia 

16 

2.17 

0.93 

Erysipelas 

6 

0.82 

0.16 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

0.54 

0.30 

Rate 

per  1,000  total  births 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

10 ,42 

1.53 

2.  Tuberculosis:  The  number  of  now  cases  notified  in  tho  Borough  during  1961 
was  five  -  tho  same  total  as  in  the  proceeding  year*  Of  these  4  were  respiratory 
infections  and  1  was  a  non-res pirate ry  infection.  No  deaths  attributable  to 
tuberculosis  wero  registered  during  the  year. 

Tho  following  are  details  of  new  eases  and  case  rates  for  this  disease 

New  Cases 
M""  "E 


2 

3  - 

mm  rn*m 

3  2 

Rato  per.  1, 000  of  population. 

S  altas  h  M.B .  Health  Area  No_i__7_ « 

0  •  6£f  0 ,42 

6.80  6.27 

0.02 


Age  Group 

0-4 
5-14 
15-24 
25-44 
45  -  64 

65  and  over 


New  eases 

All  known  cases 

Deaths 


At  the  ond  of  1961  there  wero  46  known  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
md  4  known  cases  of  non-res piratory  tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Borough. 
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AEPUDIX  1. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  ALL  AGES  -  1961 


DISEASE  ST. 

GERMANS 

LISKEARD 

SALTASH 

TORPOINT 

LISKEARD 

I0QE 

HEALTH 

R.D. 

R.D. 

M.B 

U.D. 

M.B. 

U.D. 

AREA 

m  i|!  mr  .  , 

NO.  7 

Heart  disease  . 

Cancer  (all  sites; 
Vascular  lesions  of  the 

i 

81 

27 

39 

13 

18 

12 

bvvo 

28 

13 

289 

131 

nervous  system  (” stroke") 

32 

23 

12 

6 

7 

9 

89 

Respiratory  disease 

28 

18 

11 

6 

5 

8 

76 

Circulatory  disease 

16 

11 

4 

1 

4 

1 

37 

Accidents 

9 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

+  23 

Genito  -  urinary  disease 

4 

3 

2 

1 

11 

Digestive  disease 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Suicide 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

+  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

-6.  Other  accidents  -  17 

APPENDIX  2 

TYPES  OF  HEART 

DISEASE 

jo 

1 

i 

CAUSING  DEATH  -  1961 

DISEASE  St. 

Germans 

R.D. 

Liskeard 

R.D. 

Salt  ash 

M.B. 

Torpoint 

U.D. 

Liskeard 

M.B. 

Looe 

U.D 

Health 

Area 

No.  7. 

Coronary  Disease  ,  angina 

43 

29 

16 

9 

9 

16 

122 

Hypertension  v/ith 

heart  disease 

7 

•M 

1 

2 

2 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

24 

52 

22 

7 

37 

12 

154 

Cancer  of  stonach 

•7 

5 

2 

4 

2 

4 

24 

Cane or  of  lung  end 
bronphup 

Cancer  of  breast 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

18 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

- 

15 

Cancer  pf  uterus 

7 

- 

2 

1 

1 

i 

mm 

£l 

Var ious  other  careers 

27 

17 

6 

4 

4 

5 

63 

APPENDIX 


DEATHS.  BY  AGE  GROUPS  -  1961 


DISTRICT  0-5 

Years 


ST.  GERMANS  R.D.  2 

LISKEARD  R.D.  3 

SALT  ASH  M.B.  3 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

IOOE  U.D. 

TORPOINT  U.Do  1 

HEALTH  AREA 

NO.  7.  9 


5-15 

Years 

15  -  45 
Years 

45  -  65 

Sears 

65  -  75  75 

Y-ears  Years 
and 
Over 

ALL 

AGES 

1 

11 

51 

72 

114 

251 

1 

5 

35 

47 

103 

194 

2 

21 

26 

42 

94 

1 

3 

13 

20 

4S 

85 

2 

12 

17 

33 

64 

- 

3 

11 

_ 15. 

21 

5 1 

5 

24 

34-3 

197 

361 

(49f») 

739 

.  •  \.r\« 
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... 


■  -»-.■■ 


. - 


AVERAGE  AGE  AT  DEATH  -  196l 


DISTRICT  MATES  FEMALES 


ST.  GERMANS  R.D. 

69 

72 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

72 

72 

SALTASH  M.B. 

68 

70 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

65 

71 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

73 

73 

LOOE  U.D. 

72 

76 

HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7 

70 

72 

APPENDIX  5,  TUBERCULOSIS  , 

NEW  CASES  AMD  DEATHS  IN  HEALTH  AREA  NO.  7  - 1961 


AGE  GROUPS  „  NEW  CASES  „  ,T  DEATHS  „ 

■  M  - -  P  M  — -  p 


0-5  years 

HI  - 

mm 

IVi  r  - 

na 

•a 

"  £. 

5  -15  years 

1 

mm 

— 

15  -25  years 

2 

2 

— 

25  -45  years 

3 

3 

- 

- 

45  -65  years 

7 

2 

mm 

— 

65  years  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

- 

14 

7 

1 

- 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

NEW  CASE  RATE  PER 

1,000  of  POPULATION. 

0.28 

0.14 

0.42 

MORTALITY  RATE  PER 

1,000  OP  POPULATION 

0.02 

mm 

0.02 

CASE  RATES  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  PER  LQOO  of  POPULATION  IN  THE  SIX  COUNTY  DISTRICTS 

IN  HEALTH  AREA  NO  T  7  -19^1 


DISTRICT 

NEW  CASES 

ALL  KNOWN  CASES 

DEATHS 

ST.  GERMANS  R.D. 

0.21 

6.45 

0.07 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

0.31 

4,73 

mm 

SALT ASH  M.B. 

0.68 

6.80 

- 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

0.46 

7.22 

- 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

0.90 

7.85 

- 

LOOE  U.D. 

0.54 

6.54 

- 

HEALTH  AREA  NO.  7. 

0.42 

6.27 

0.02 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.42 

6.7  6 

0.07 

